The view from Awaji island: past, present, and future of RCC1 and the Ran GTPase system.
The International Symposium on Ran and the Cell Cycle was held on October 1-4, 2005, at the Awaji Island Resort near Osaka, to celebrate the career and scientific achievements of Professor Takeharu Nishimoto. One hundred of his former lab members, collaborators and other scientific colleagues from around the world attended the symposium organized by Mary Dasso (National Institutes of Health) and Yoshihiro Yoneda (Osaka University). The program was divided into sessions on cell cycle and chromosomes, nuclear import and export of proteins and RNA, nuclear envelope and the nuclear pore complex, and RCC1 and chromatin. Dr. Nishimoto's retirement from Kyushu University is a perfect time to look back at the history of Ran and RCC1, assess the current state of the field, and discuss the challenges that remain in order to unravel the complexities of the Ran GTPase system.